
 
 

 
H.Con.Res. 215 - Supporting the designation of a week as "National 

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and Automated External Defibrillator Awareness 
Week" 

  
FLOOR SITUATION 
H.Con.Res. 215 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will 
require a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by 
Representative Randy Kuhl (R-NY) on September 19, 2007.  The bill was referred to the 
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, and was ordered to be reported by 
voice vote. 
 
H.Con.Res. 215 is expected to be considered on the floor on December 11, 2007. 
 
 
SUMMARY 
H.Con.Res. 215 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 Supports the goals and ideals of a National Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and 
Automated External Defibrillator Awareness Week to establish well-organized 
programs to increase public training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and 
automated external defibrillator use and to increase public access to automated 
external defibrillators; and 

 
 Requests that the President issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the 

United States and interested organizations to observe such a week with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

 
 

BACKGROUND 
Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the United States.  Approximately 325,000 
coronary heart disease deaths occur out of the hospital or in an emergency room annually. 
 
The interval between the 911 call and the arrival of EMS personnel is typically longer 
than 5 minutes and achieving high survival rates therefore depends on a public trained in 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and automated external defibrillator use.  An automated 
external defibrillator, even when used by a bystander, is safe, easy to operate, and highly 
effective in restoring a normal heart rhythm, significantly increasing the chance of 
survival for many victims if used immediately after the onset of sudden cardiac arrest.   



 
 
STAFF CONTACT 
For questions or further information contact Luke Hatzis at (202) 226-2302. 
 


